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Title: The Blue Yusef Lateef

Label: Speakers Corner

As it says on the tin, initially released in 1969 and now well mastered by the German audiophile

outfit, this vinyl LP is a sort of concept piece that looks at the blues from different angles and
points of view and, something that might not be as expected, different cultures. The choice of

scales used provides unique and intriguing takes on the blues while some tracks combine multiple
approaches so you'll sometimes hear oriental scales combined with deep South laments, for
example

Helping him in his investigations was an array of useful talent: Sonny Red appeared on alto, Bob
Cranshaw on electric bass Cecil McBee on the stand-up version, the drums were courtesy of Roy
Brooks, the legendary Kenny Burrell was on guitar with Blue Mitchell on trumpet and Hugh Lawson
on piano. Lateef tootled on a range of wind instruments but others too, like the tamboura.

This record exposes Lateef, the experimenter, Lateef distilling blues into a shared human condition
and revealing the commonality of pain.
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