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Thelonious Monk @
It's Monk’s Time

Columbia/Speakers Corner CS 8984

Between 1962 and 1968, Monk
worked with Teo Macero at Columbia
and recorded the albums that would
bring him significant public attention.
Although he did not repeat the
compositional frenzy of his Riverside
years, he played with a stable group
of musicians who were sympathetic
to his music and tenor man Charlie
Rouse was as good a Monk player
as anyone since. It's Monk's Time is
certainly a fine choice to delve into
the Columbia catalog and is among
Monk's best sides, with his unigue
sense of time handled perfectly by
Rouse, and Butch Warren and Ben
Riley in four studio sessions taped in
1964,

The LP includes the original
album running order without the two
bonus tracks included on the 2003
CD. A mix of Monk compositions
and Monk twists on standards, the
reissue does a fine job of reproducing
the original warts and all. The mid-
1960s saw Columbia going to solid-
state boards and banging the stereo
image hard right/left. None of which
should detract from this late Monk
masterpiece, because you can't go
back and get a do over. If only we
could have Monk back to play Shuffle
Boil again, but none of his many
followers have been able to fill that
void. DD
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